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THE SOCIETY AT THE NOVEMBER 2008 CONVENTION OF 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SLAVIC 
STUDIES (PHILADELPHIA, 20–23 NOVEMBER 2008) 

At this year’s AAASS national convention there will be 19 panels with participants from the 
Society for Slovene Studies. In addition, the Society is the main organizer for a joint reception 
for scholars of Central Europe from the Society, the Czechoslovak Studies Association, the 
Hungarian Studies Association, the Polish Studies Association, the Slovak Studies Association, and 
the Society for Romanian Studies. Special thanks are due to the government of the Republic of 
Slovenia, Office of Slovenians Abroad, for a grant that has helped make this reception possible.  

This year the Society has organized a special panel on the scholar Janko Lavrin. Lavrin was elected 
honorary member of the SSS in 1986. The panel will be preceded by a screening of Slovene 
filmmaker Ana Nuša Dragan’s documentary Janko Lavrin: Ves slovenski, ves ruski, ves angleški, ves 
svetovljanski (Janko Lavrin:  Slovene, Russian English, Cosmopolitan), introduced by the the 
filmmaker, on Saturday, 22 November at 10:15 A.M. Panel participants will include members of the 
Russian Academy of Science’s Institute of Slavic Studies.  

Please note the panel sponsored by the Society, 4-06 “Aspects of Slovene Identity: New Research by 
Young Scholars in the Field,” and the Society’s annual business meeting on Saturday at 1:30 P.M. As 
in previous years, the Society is honored to have Ambassador Samuel Žbogar participate in a 
roundtable on Slovene foreign policy. 

A summary of the nineteen panels with Society participants follows, with dates, times and session 
numbers. This information was taken from the AAASS’s preliminary program. Please be sure to 
check the Final Program, which will be distributed at the conference, for any changes in panel 
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meeting times and their locations. All convention activities are at the Philadelphia Marriott 
Downtown, 1201 Market Street. 

Veronica E. Aplenc, program officer, Society for Slovene Studies 

 
 
THURSDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2008 
SESSION 1 .....................................1:00–3:00 P.M. 

1-06 Contrasting Views of the Yugoslav Wars of Succession: Past and Present Assumptions 
and Beliefs (roundtable) 

Zachary Irwin, Penn State Erie, chair 
Participants: 
Francine Friedman, Ball State U 
Robert M. Hayden, U of Pittsburgh 
David B. Kanin, CIA 
Matjaz Klemenčič, U of Maribor  
 

1-33 Information Technology and Political Processes in Southeastern Europe (roundtable) 

Marijana Grbesa, U of Zagreb (Croatia), chair 
Participants: 
Domagoj Bebic, U of Zagreb  
Hassid Laurent, U of Paris  
Slobodan Pesic, WiseFutures, American Public U 
Muhamed Sacirbey, permanent representative to the UN from Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Jani Sever, editor in chief, www.vest.si (Slovenia) 

 
SESSION 2 .....................................3:15–5:15 P.M. 

2-30 Populism in Post-Communist Europe (roundtable) 
Stephen Earl Hanson, U of Washington, chair 
Participants: 
Bojan Bugaric, U of Ljubljana  
Anna Grzymala-Busse, U of Michigan 
Kim Lane Scheppele, Princeton U 
Mitchell A. Orenstein, Johns Hopkins U, SAIS 
Jiri Priban, Cardiff Law School  

 
2-42 The Other End of History: Three Central European Novelists on History and the 
Individual 

Harold B. Segel, Columbia U, chair 
Boris Bulatovic, U of Novi Sad, “Death and History: Danilo Kiš’s A Tomb for Boris 

Davidovich and The Encyclopedia of the Dead” 
Andreas Leben, U of Vienna,  “Lojze Kovačič’s The Newcomers” 
Ivan Sanders, Columbia U, “Péter Nádas’s Book of Memories” 
Alenka Koron, Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, discussant 
Andrew Wachtel, Northwestern U, discussant 
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FRIDAY, 21 NOVEMBER 2008 
SESSION 3 .....................................8:00–10:00 A.M. 

3-07 Slovenian Political Emigration – From Past to the Future 

Metod M. Milač, Syracuse U, chair 
Rozina Švent, Society for Slovene Studies, “Educational and Cultural Efforts among 

Slovene Refugees in Refugee Camps in Austria 1945–1950” 
Marjan Drnovšek, Institute for Emigration Studies (Slovenia), “Censorship and Slovenian 

Political Emigration (1945–1991)” 
Zvone Žigon, Consul General of the Republic of Slovenia, “Slovenian Political 

Emigration in Argentina and USA: From Memory to the Future” 
Robert G. Minnich, U of Bergen, discussant 
 

3-10 Gendered Memories of Socialism in the Former Yugoslavia  

Oto Luthar, Scientific Research Center of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, 
chair 

Ana Hofman, Scientific Research Center of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, 
“How We Were Singing on the Road: Rural Women’s Memories on Socialism” 

Tanja Petrovic, Scientific Research Center of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, 
“Becoming Real Men in Socialist Yugoslavia: Photographic Representations of 
the Yugoslav People’s Army Soldiers and Their Memories of the Army Service” 

Nina Vodopivec, Institute for Contemporary History (Slovenia), “Nimble Fingers or 
Tired Bodies: Memories of Textile Working Women of Socialism in Slovenia” 

Dean Vuletic, Columbia U, discussant 
 

3-34 Stalinist Terror in Eastern Europe (Sponsored by the Czechoslovak Studies Association) 

Claire E. McCallum, U of Sheffield, chair 
Kevin McDermott, Sheffield Hallam U, “Czech Popular Opinion and the Slansky Trial” 
Jerca Vodušek Staric, Institute for Contemporary History (Slovenia), “The Principles of 

State Terror in Yugoslavia” 
Igor P. Casu, Inst itute of History (Moldova), “Terror against ‘Anti-Soviet Elements’ in 

the Moldavian SSR, 1944–53” 
Igor Lukes, Boston U, discussant 

 
SESSION 4 ...................................10:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M. 

4-04 The Demise of Anti-Communist Opposition in Poland, Yugoslavia, and 
Czechoslovakia: The Early Cold War Years  

Walter Downing Connor, Boston U, chair 
Žarko Lazarevič, Institute for Contemporary History (Slovenia), “Economic Pressure on 

the Anti-Communist Opposition in Eastern Europe” 
Igor Lukes, Boston U, “The Demise of Anti-Communist Opposition in Czechoslovakia: 

The Early Cold War Years” 
Jerca Vodušek Stariš, Institute for Contemporary History (Slovenia), “The Demise of 

Anti-Communist Opposition in Yugoslavia: The Early Cold War Years” 
Charles Gati, Johns Hopkins U, SAIS, discussant 
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4-06 Aspects of Slovene Identity: New Research by Young Scholars in the Field  

Carole Rogel, Ohio State U, chair 
Marijan Dović, Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, “The Slovene Cultural 

Syndrome” 
Brian James Požun, Columbia U, “Branding the Nation: Feeling Slovenia” 
Peter Joseph Verovsek, Yale U, “The Politics of Memory in Slovene-Italian Relations: A 

Preliminary Analysis” 
Robert G. Minnich, U of Bergen,  
Peter Vodopivec, Institute for Contemporary History (Slovenia), discussant 

 
SESSION 5 .....................................1:30–3:30 P.M. 

5-02 Policy-Making and Policy Actors in Post-Accession East Central Europe  

Clare McManus-Czubinska, U of Glasgow (UK), chair 
Danica Fink-Hafner, U of Ljubljana, “Shifting Roles of Policy Actors in Slovenia” 
Martin Myant, U of the West of Scotland, “Policy Making in the Czech Republic” 
Marcin Dabrowski, U of the West of Scotland, “The EU and Regional Policy Actors in 
 Poland” 
Terry Cox, U of Glasgow, discussant 
 

5-27 Politics and Religion in Central Europe since 1990 

Sabrina Petra Ramet, Norwegian U of Science & Technology (Norway), chair 
Frank Cibulka, Zayed U (United Arab Emirates), “Religion, State and Society in 

Slovakia” 
Gerd Inger Ringdal, Norwegian U of Science & Technology (Norway) and Kristen 

Ringdal, Norwegian U of Science & Technology (Norway), “Does Religiosity 
Protect Against War-related Distress? Evidence from Bosnia-Herzegovina” 

Marjan Smrke, U of Ljubljana, “Controversies about Religion in Slovenia” 
Thomas Allan Emmert, Gustavus Adolphus College, discussant 
Lavinia Stan, Concordia U (Canada), discussant 

 
SESSION 6 .....................................3:45–5:45 P.M. 

6-48 Imagined Identities by and about Slovene Immigrants Expressed through Artistic 
Archetypes, Literary Nonfiction/Documentation, and Firsthand Testimonies (rountable) 

Janet Irene Crayne, U of Michigan, chair 
Lee A. Farrow, Auburn U at Montgomery 
Edward Kasinec, New York Public Library 
Norman E. Saul, U of Kansas 
 

 

7:30 P.M. 
Joint Reception for Central European scholars, members of the Society for Slovene 
Studies, the Czechoslovak Studies Association, the Hungarian Studies Association, 
the Slovak Studies Association, the Polish Studies Association, and the Society for 
Romanian Studies.  
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SATURDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2008 
SESSION 8 ...................................10:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M. 

Film Janko Lavrin: Ves slovenski, ves ruski, ves angleški, ves svetovljanski (Janko Lavrin:  
Slovene, Russian English, Cosmopolitan), documentary by Ana Nuša Dragan, introduced 
by the the filmmaker 

 
8-15 Assessing Slovenian Foreign Policy: The Impact of the EU Presidency and Beyond 

Tamara J. Resler, U of Wyoming, chair 
Charles Bukowski, Bradley U 
James Gow, King’s College London 
Samuel Zbogar, Slovenian Ambassador to the US 

 
SESSION 9 .....................................1:30–3:30 P.M. 

9-31 The Impact of Political Parties, the EU and NGOs on Women’s Issues: Research on 
Russia, Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia  

Sharon L. Wolchik, George Washington U, chair 
Elena Vinogradova, Higher School of Economics (Russia) and Irina Kozina, Higher 

School of Economics (Russia), “Women’s NGOs Role in Formulating and 
Implementing Social Policy in Russian Regions” 

Leah Seppanen Anderson, Wheaton College, “The Effects of EU Gender Regulations in 
the Czech Republic and Poland” 

Hon. Alenka Suhadolnik, Consulate General of Slovenia, discussant 
Marilyn R. Rueschemeyer, Brown U, Rhode Island School of Design, discussant 

 
1:30 P.M. 

Society for Slovene Studies’  Annual Business Meeting in Franklin Hall 2  
 
SESSION 10 ...................................3:45–5:45 P.M. 

10-19 Writing the Self in Central Europe and North America 

Timothy Pogacar, Bowling Green State U 
Alenka Koron, Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts, “Immigrant Autobiographies and 

Memoirs as Repositories of Cultural Memory: A Peripheral Perspective” 
Mary Grabar, Georgia Perimeter College, “Restoring Visibility: ‘Half Memories’ of 

Immigrant Imaginative Writing” 
Vida Bicman, Karl-Franzens-U Graz, “The Path toward Self: The Intrinsic Role of 

Memories in Defining Identity” 
Metod M. Milač, Syracuse U, discussant 
 

10-33 Gender and Religion in the Post-Communist Era  

Julie Mostov, Drexel U, chair 
Bulat Akhmetkarimov, U of Cincinnati and Artur Valiev, Instute of Economics, 

Management & Law (Russia), “Gender Features of Ethnic and Religious  
Identification in the Federative Russia” 

Alenka Kuhelj, U of Ljubljana, “Religious Revival or Secularism in Eastern Europe?” 
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Richard Rose, U of Aberdeen, “Religion, Gender and Coping with the Stresses of 
Transition Societies” 

Nida Gelazis, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, discussant 
 

10-37 Janko Lavrin in Russia, 1908–1918  

Raymond Miller, Bowdoin College, chair 
Tatiana Chepelevskaya, Russian Academy of Sciences, “History and Man in J. Lavrin’s 
Book In the Country of Eternal War: Albanian Sketches” 
Olga V. Kosik, St Tikhon’s Orthodox U (Russia), “The Journal Slavyanski Mir and Its 

Publisher, Janko Lavrin” 
Julia A. Sozina, Russian Academy of Sciences, “The Reception of Janko Lavrin’s Work 

in Russia” 
John K. Cox, North Dakota State U, discussant 

* * * * * 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP  
Enclosed with this newsletter is a registration form to invite a colleague or friend to join the SSS. 
Individual dues remain at $20, as they have for the past thirty years. Student dues are $5. Please 
consider personally inviting new members! 
 

* * * * * 
CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 2009 
 
MIDWEST SLAVIC CONFERENCE  
2009 Midwest Slavic Conference will take place 16–18 April 2009, on the campus of The Ohio State 
University in Columbus, Ohio. Conference organizers invite proposals for panels or individual papers 
addressing all disciplines related to Russian, East European, Central Asian, and Caucasian studies. The 
conference will open with a keynote address and reception, followed by two days of academic and 
professional panels. Please send a one-paragraph abstract along with a brief C.V. to CSEES@osu.edu 
by February 1, 2009. Scholars proposing papers must be willing to present either Friday or Saturday. 
Undergraduate and graduate students are encouraged to submit proposals. Limited funding may be 
available to help subsidize student participation. Foreign travel will not be supported. 
 
AMERICAN COMPARATIVE LITERATURE ASSOCIATION 
Cambridge, MA, 26–29 March 2009: “On the Fringes of the Center: East-Central Europe and the 
Western Other” 

The post-1945 cold war grouping of communist-bloc countries under the banner of “Eastern” 
Europe often obscures the fact that the region's cultures and literatures were often Western in 
orientation. This panel examines the manner in which the East-Central European imaginary 
created and managed its own space of the (Western) Other. The conference organizers are hoping 
for a dialogue about how these different cultures adapted, reproduced, subverted, or redefined the 
West and reinvented themselves in the process. To that end, they ask: 

• To what extent have the conventions of different literary or filmic genres been 
subverted in East-Central Europe?  

• How has capitalism as a global (Western) “language” been domesticated in this 
part of Europe?  
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• How have the different countries in East-Central Europe fashioned an image of 
themselves, of each other, and of the West from a geographically central yet 
politically marginal position?  

• How did the fall of the Austro-Hungarian Empire affect the different national 
identities forged within its former borders?  

• How did communism influence the image of the West in the minds of ordinary 
Eastern Europeans? 

• How has the fall of Communism influenced affective relationships with the 
West? 

The conference welcomes papers on literature and cinema from East-Central Europe that focus on 
the aesthetic journey of the West through the local imaginary in relation to issues such as nation 
and nationality, gender, psychoanalysis, politics, and even economics. The conference website is 
http://www.acla.org/acla2009/?p=165.  
 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE LANGUAGES AND CULTURES IN 
CONTACT—THEN AND NOW  
The conference, 26–28 March 2009, is organized by Polonia University in Częstochowa. The 
conference organizers are expecting scholars interested in:   

• Similarities and differences between culture, literature, and the art of particular 
nations, and also, their influence on and reception in the culture, literature, and 
art of other nations. 

• The development of new methods and books in response to facing the challenges 
of a new civilization in the twenty-first century. 

• The phenomenon of biligualism and pluralisms, the coexistence of diverse ethnic 
groups, cultures, religions, and languages within a political unit. 

• The influence of some languages on others, especially, at the level of vocabulary, 
for example, European and internationally recognized words: the borrowings 
among nations and regions, and the jargon of various social groups. 

• The role of culture, literature, art in forming and shaping both modern traditions 
and national heritage. 

• The role of individuals, artists, writers, scientists, sportsmen, and so on, in 
shaping an identity in its historical, spacial, and ideological dimensions. 

The full versions of the presented papers will undergo a peer review before publishing in the 
monograph “Languages and Cultures in Contact-Then and Now.” For details, please contact 
Adam Florczyk at lac@ap.edu.pl 
 
THE 45TH SEMINAR OF SLOVENE LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND 
CULTURE (SSJLK) 
The SSJLK is a two- or three-week seminar beginning the end of June 2009 at the Faculty of 
Arts, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. The seminar invites participation of Slovenists, Slavists, 
literary writers, EU and other translators, experts in comparative linguistics and literature, and 
others who research or teach Slovene, translate, or include Slovene in their work: teachers, 
researchers, and students of Slovene and Slavonic Studies at universities and research institutes 
abroad and in ethnic Slovene areas.  

The anticipated fees are 490 euro for the two-week seminar and 600 euro for the three-week 
seminar. The SSJLK organizer is the Centre for Slovene as a Second/Foreign Language at the 
Department of Slovene Studies, Faculty of Arts, at the University of Ljubljana.The deadline for 
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applications is 31 May 2009 and for grant applications 31 March 2009. There are three–five hour 
group language instructions daily, depending on individual level, and tutoring options are 
available. The seminar enrolls 130 total participants. Group size varies by level, with a typical 
class size of ten. There is individual and small group practice. The language of instruction is 
Slovene. Financial aid is available and applications are welcome. For more information, see 
www.centerslo.net/seminar. 
 
SUMMER SLOVENE LANGUAGE COURSES  
The 16th annual summer course (“HALO, tukaj slovenski Mediteran!”) will be held 13–14 July 
2009, in Koper, Slovenia. All who wish to improve their knowledge of Slovene are invited to 
apply. Past participants have come from all over the world. Language classes include 40 contact 
hours. There is an afternoon and evening cultural program. Applications are welcome until the 
end of May 2009. Complete information is available from the director, Mojca Butinar Možina at 
mojca.butinar@zrs.upr.si. 
 
HUMANITIES SUMMER SCHOOL IN KOPER 
The Faculty of Humanities at the University of Primorska is organizing the International 
Mediterranean Summer School of Theoretical and Applied Humanities (META), which will take 
place the two weeks before the Slovene language classes (June 29–July 10). Participation in both 
the language classes and META is welcome. The working language of META is English. 
 
META’ s theme of is “The Waters of the Mediterranean.” Lectures, workshops, excursions, and 
evening events address three thematic subtopics: the economic and geographic importance of 
water from an environmental perspective, anthropological and culturological dimensions, and 
water in language and mythology. The theme recognizes that whereas petroleum was the main 
source of energy and the principal industrial resource of the twentieth century, in the new century 
water is assuming this role. Scarcity of water has generated strategic cultural and environmental 
adaptations in the Mediterranean region throughout history and defined its economic and cultural 
patterns. META is an opportunity for specialists in various disciplines to discuss water resources 
and devise new strategies for use and conservation. Contact Jasna Zorko at 
jasna.zorko@fhs.upr.si or visit META’s website, www.fhs.upr.si, for more information. 
 
2009 AAASS CONVENTION, 12–15 NOVEMBER, BOSTON, MA 
Panel proposals must be complete and should involve the presentation of prepared papers. Special 
consideration will be given to panels reporting on recent field or archival research, especially 
those that include presentations by advanced graduate students and/or junior faculty. The AAASS 
Program Committee also encourages submission of panel proposals that include both women and 
men. Proposals for roundtables should be submitted only when the topic clearly justifies this 
format. Please note that proposals can be accepted only from AAASS members or foreign non-
members. Please be sure to include an abstract about your panel or roundtable.  

• AAASS deadline for single paper proposals is December 9, 2008. 
• Please do not submit a single paper if you plan to give the paper as part of a panel. 
• Deadline for receipt of complete panel and roundtable proposals is 16 January 2009. 

SSS members should copy their proposals to Veronica Aplenc (vaplenc@yahoo.com), SSS 
program coordinator so as to avoid time conflicts with other panels and roundtables 
dedicated to Slovenica. 
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THE CURTAIN RISES: EAST CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE  
AFTER COMMUNISM: An Interdisciplinary Conference, 5–7 November 2009 at 
Bowling Green State University 
The Graduate Program in Policy History of Bowling Green State University will host a 
conference to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall and to examine the 
ensuing changes in East Central and Eastern European societies and cultures. Proposals for panels 
and papers are invited that address the themes of the nature and quality of change in architecture, 
film, literature, music, theatre and visual arts; the conduct of foreign policy, business and 
economic affairs; professional ethics, law and education. In addition, panels and papers that 
address the past as a predictor of post-communist evolution in political-administrative 
institutions, economies and everyday life are invited. While proposals for individual papers are 
welcome, proposals for panels—including two or three papers and a commentator—are 
encouraged. Proposal deadline: 6 March 2009; abstract deadline: 29 May 2009. Please contact 
SSS President Tim Pogacar (pogacar@bgsu.edu) for further information. 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR SLAVONIC AND EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES 
(BASEES) 
The deadline for paper and panel proposals to the BASEES 2009 conference is 15 December 
2008.  Please see the website at http://www.basees.org.uk/ for details of how to submit a 
proposal. 
 

* * * * * 
SCHOOL OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF NOTTINGHAM’S 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES FOR BEGINNERS 
IN SERBIAN/CROATIAN AND SLOVENE 

These nine-month full-time diplomas offer intensive language training for beginners in either 
Serbian/Croatian or in Slovene. They are designed as a preparation for research into this area of 
South-East Europe and target particularly reading and communication skills. They can also be taken 
as stand-alone language courses, for those interested in acquiring another language for professional, 
cultural or heritage reasons. The first semester foundation grammar course, the Certificate, can be 
taken as an independent course. Some experience of foreign language learning is preferable, but not 
essential, and an undergraduate degree (or equivalent) is required. The contact hours are 12–15 per 
week matched by independent study. The Diploma fees are equivalent to the University of 
Nottingham MA fee, half that rate for the Certificate. You can apply for a place on-line, via the 
University of Nottingham postgraduate website (available at http://www.nottingham.ac.uk) or by 
contacting Dr David Norris at david.norris@nottingham.ac.uk. 
 

* * * * * 
FROM THE SSS TREASURER 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO SSS FUNDS 
The Society for Slovene Studies gratefully acknowledges contributions to its Printing and 
Endowment Funds. (The Printing Fund was established in the early 1980s with a bequest from the 
estate of Mary Molek. The Endowment Fund was enlarged in the early 1990s with a bequest from the 
estate of John Nielsen.) These enable the Society to carry out its mission of timely dissemination of 
scholarly information about Slovenia and its people. The following are all of the contributions that 
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have been received since the publication of the previous Letter. Please remember that your 
contributions are tax deductible in the US. Our deepest thanks to all contributors!   

Carole Rogel, treasurer 
 
Printing Fund: Toby Martin Applegate, Paul A. Barbarich, Linda Bennett, E. Wayles Browne, 
Lee F. Burkleca, Blasé W. Chemazar, William R. Cebular, James M. Cesnik, Henry R. Cooper, 
Jr., Terence R. Dragovan, Mira Fidel, Helga Glušič, Aleksandar Golubovic, Joseph F. Govednik, 
Irene Holloway, John Hribar, Louis V. Jerin, David E. & Roberta Kromm, Josef M. Laposa, 
Metod M. Milač, Bogdan Novak, Frank Orazem, Anthony A. Pozelnik, Lydia Pulsipher, Anthony 
S. Ravnik, Denis Sankovic, William Merrit Singer, Gojko Stare, Edwin Strakna, Paul Vidich, 
Jernej M. Watson 
 
Endowment Fund: Archinto Anzil, Toby Martin Applegate, Michael Biggins, William R. 
Cebular, John K. Cox, Terence R. Dragovan, Marc L. Greenberg, Irene Holloway, Louis V. Jerin, 
William Knaus, David E. & Roberta Kromm, Jerry D. Lomshek, Thomas Luckmann, Metod M. 
Milač, Bogdan Novak, Anthony A. Pozelnik, Lea Plut-Pregelj & Vladimir Pregelj, Anthony S. 
Ravnik, Carole Rogel, Denis Sankovic, William Merrit Singer, James R. Stariha, Rudolf M. 
Susel, Jernej M. Watson, Zvone Žigon   
 
Rado L. Lencek Graduate Student Prize: Linda Bennett, William R. Cebular,  Charles E. 
Gribble, Louis V. Jerin, David E. & Roberta Kromm, Nina Lencek, Robert Gary Minnich, 
Bogdan Novak, Anthony S. Ravnik 
 
Joseph Velkonja Undergraduate Student Prize: Linda Bennett, James M. Cesnik, Robert Gary 
Minnich, Anthony S. Ravnik, Vladimir Rus 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Andrej Aplenc, Andreja Božič-Horvat, Irena Novak Popova, Julija Sozina, Romana Turina, Ann 
Žakel 
The above list reflects contributions and new members since April 1, 2008.  Contibutions made 
after 1 September 2008 will be acknowledged in the next issue of the Letter. 
 
DECEASED MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
Rudolf J. Vecoli, long-time director of the Immigration History Research Center at the 
University of Minnesota, died on June 17, 2008 at the age of 81.  He led the IHRC from 1967 
until his retirement in 2005.  Born to Italian immigrant parents in Connecticut, Rudi received his 
doctorate from the University of Wisconsin in 1963 and came to Minnesota after teaching at 
Rutgers University and the University of Illinois.  His provocative article, “Contadini in Chicago: 
A critique of the Uprooted,” set the agenda for two decades of new social histories of 
immigration and ethnicity among Europeans migrating to the United States between 1880 and 
1930.  Beginning with materials collected as part of the Iron Range Project in the early 1960s, 
Rudi expanded the research collection now housed at the IHRC, focusing on migrants from 
southern and eastern Europe.  From its early focus on turn-of-the century immigrants, the IHRC 
continued to expand under his directorship to include significant collections on post-war 
Displaced Persons and refugee relocation from Asia and Africa.  Many in the historical 
profession and many in ethnic communities mourn his loss.  Among those who benefitted from 
his guidance were numerous scholars of Slovene immigration to the United States who worked at 
the IHRC in the last 40 years.  

 (Adapted from the IHRC Newsletter Spring/Summer 2008 issue) 
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I must say that I was surprised by Rudi’s sudden death. I will always remember that when I was 
leaving the Twin Cities last year to drive west after having visited the IHRC on one of my 
numerous trips to the Slovene American collections, he almost jumped out of his chair as he was 
having lunch near the IHRC to say goodbye to me. He said also that he would surely meet me 
some time, somewhere. Well it did not happen that way. I met Rudi 30 years ago in Slovenia as I 
started working on my dissertation, and later I got a scholarship to spend time doing research in 
the United States on Slovenes there. Of course I spent most of the time at the IHRC, where he 
welcomed me and tried to do anything he and the staff could do to make my stay as fruitful as 
possible. The collections that are stored by the IHRC make it a uniquely valuable place for 
someone to do research. Slovene scholars of Slovene immigration to the United States of my and 
younger generations, like Jerneja Petrič, Nada Šabec, Irena Milanič, Majda Kodrič, and others, 
shall always be grateful for his guidance. Let me also mention here the important symposium on 
Louis Adamic, a joint venture of the University of Ljubljana and the IHRC initiated by Rudi and 
my father in 1981, which resulted in a publication on Louis Adamic by the University of 
Ljubljana. After that, I visited the IHRC almost every year. I also spent most of my Fulbright year 
there. Rudi also helped me with his friendly criticism as I began to publish in US journals. I shall 
always be grateful to him. 

Matjaž Klemenčič 
 

* * * * * 
TEACHING WORLD GEOGRAPHY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRIMORSKA 
The 80 students in my class at the University of Primorska looked quite like my students at the 
University of Tennessee-their clothes, their haircuts were the same, perhaps their body piercings 
were a bit more extravagant, but, as I was to learn, they were definitely shyer about speaking up 
in class discussions. This was in part because quite unexpectedly for them they had been placed 
in a World Geography course taught in English by an American professor!  

In the fall of 2007 I had the pleasure of teaching for a semester at the University of Primorska 
(UP), a recently established and rapidly growing center for research and higher education in the 
northern Adriatic Slovene town of Koper/Capodistria.  The invitation to be a visiting professor in 
the Geography Department at UP came from long-time colleague and head of the department, Dr. 
Anton Gosar.  

World Geography is a new course at UP and a particularly useful one for Slovenes who are newly 
taking their place on the world stage.  Having up-to-date knowledge of the circumstances of 
countries and regions across the globe is essential if Slovenes are to successfully exercise their 
growing influence.  I was chosen to teach this course because I am the author of a widely used 
textbook, World Regional Geography, Global Patterns, Local Lives (WH Freeman, 4th ed. 2007). 
The publisher generously made fully illustrated e-files of the text available to Slovene students 
free of charge. 

I had long known that students in Slovene universities do not expect to know their professors 
well. Professors tend to be regarded as dispensers of knowledge, not interactive egalitarian 
facilitators of mutual learning. Students rarely if ever intermingle socially with their professors 
and are generally reluctant to engage them in probing conversations.  I had been encouraged by 
my new colleagues to see if I could change this student/professor dynamic a bit.  This project 
took a while and it wasn’t until the end of the semester that I discovered the key to success – 
unstructured out-of-class interviews on what they most hoped to carry away from such a World 
Geography course.  I invited groups of three to eight students to meet with me in an informal 
setting.  For some reason they all came with trepidations that I was going to administer a 
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blistering oral exam, but I just gave them a friendly welcome and managed to convince them that 
talking freely about the experience of studying World Geography (and in English–they all had 
had eight years of English) was what I wanted most.  They slowly opened up and we at last had 
an enthusiastic and open exchange of ideas.  The most common content was that after an initial 
period of anger, they were delighted to learn that they could take university-level courses in 
English.  Some even took me up on the challenge to disagree with my perspectives as presented 
in class and in the text. Had I realized that these more intimate settings with just a few students at 
a time would elicit true intellectual debate, I would have used them from the beginning. 

Was this opportunity a rewarding professional opportunity?  Absolutely!  UP students now e-mail 
me regularly, invite me to join their Facebook rogue’s galleries, send me news of their 
accomplishments and travels and comment about how they are implementing what they learned.  
I also enjoy continued interaction with a wide range of UP faculty and graduate students, and 
while there I helped design a research project on the heritage tourism in Slovenia by the Slovene 
diaspora. If you would like to participate in our survey, go to 
http://oskarserver.upr.si/limesurvey/index.php?sid=73536&lang=en. 
 

Lydia Mihelic Pulsipher, Professor 
Department of Geography 

University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996-0925 

lpulsiph@utk.edu 
 

* * * * * 
CINEMA AT THE CROSSROADS: AMERICA SCREENS SLOVENIA 
A Slovenian film is a rare thing. Fewer than 200 features exist. Slovenia has abundant talent, yet 
limited resources, making film production a challenging and frustrating endeavor. It seems a small 
miracle that any feature film is completed, much less an important or successful one. That Slovenia 
has maintained a national cinema at all is remarkable. 

In recent years, Slovenia has become an increasingly familiar presence at international film festivals. 
Yet it is extraordinarily difficult to view a Slovenian film outside of Europe. Only one or two 
Slovenian features reach annual festivals in North America, if that. Older films are never seen. That’s 
why “At the Crossroads: Slovenian Cinema,” the film series currently traveling across the United 
States and Canada, is especially valuable. With this survey of significant Slovenian films, the Lincoln 
Center Film Society set out to prove that intelligent cinematic life exists on the neo-democratic 
landscape of Eastern Europe, beyond Emir Kusturica or the new wave from Romania. 

“At a time when many discussions of international cinema focus on the negative aspects of 
globalization, this retrospective of classic and contemporary films charts Slovenia's uplifting and 
inspiring success story,” said Richard Pena, Program Director of the Lincoln Center Film Society. 
“This new series presents the spirit and vitality of Slovenian film.” 

The week-long series was the second installment in a four-part look at the cinemas of the former 
Yugoslavia. Last October, the Film Society offered New York City a well-received festival of 
Croatian film. Pena organized the Slovenian showcase with the assistance of Irena Kovarova, 
independent film programmer. Additional support was provided by Alenka Suhadolnik, Slovenian 
Consul General, based in New York City, and Nerina T. Kocjancic, Head of Promotion of the 
Slovenian Film Fund, based in Ljubljana. 

“The Slovenian Film Fund has been essential in promoting Slovenian film more actively 
internationally and encouraged co-production arrangements with other members of the European 
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community,” added Pena. “It has also helped create a new generation of filmmakers, supporting more 
than twenty directorial debuts.” 

“At the Crossroads: Slovenian Cinema” opened at Lincoln Center on 16 July 2008, with thirteen 
films, covering the work of Triglav, Slovenia's first major film studio, through to the generation of 
young artists who have emerged since independence. Marko Nabersnik, director of Slovenia's 2007 
box-office blockbuster, Petelinji zajtrk (Rooster’s Breakfast), presented two showings of his film and 
fielded questions. Slovenian-American filmmaker and writer Joseph Valencic introduced several 
films with backstories about the productions and directors. 

Each selected film was significant to Slovenian cinema in some way. The best work of nearly every 
major director was represented, as well as films that earned critical or popular acclaim. The word, 
“crossroads,” was an accurate description of the Slovenian cinematic opus on two levels: the 
geographical and the historical. As a nation, Slovenians have always been uniquely situated at the 
convergence of distinct European peoples. They infused their uniquely Slavic culture with the 
influences around them. As non-aligned Yugoslavs, Slovenian film artists moved relatively freely 
between the democratic, market-based West and the totalitarian East. Both worlds overlapped in 
Slovenia. Co-productions brought foreign talents and capital to Slovenia. Slovenian film 
professionals expanded their horizons in Paris, Lodz and elsewhere. 

With Slovenia’s independence in 1991, Slovenian cinema was again at a crossroads. Luckily, a fresh 
batch of filmmakers was ready on the scene, trained by the esteemed directors of the 1960s and 
1970s. Imaginative producers planned film projects with commercial viability in mind. New York, 
California, India and Japan were only a plane-ride away. The first women assumed the director's seat. 
These relatively young talents—all under fifty years of age—plotted a new course for Slovenian film. 

The Lincoln Center series traced this evolution, beginning with Vesna, the first Hollywood-styled 
romantic comedy and first winner at the Yugoslav film festival in Pula, and Dolina miru, Slovenia's 
first international hit, directed by the godfather of Slovenian cinema, France Stiglic. Slovenia 
contributed many films and directors to the exciting Yugoslav scene of the 1960s and 1970s. The new 
currents in 1960s European cinema arrived early in Slovenia. Ples v dežju (Dance in the Rain) and Na 
papirnatih avionih (Paper Planes) are the result of directors Bostjan Hladnik and Matjaz Klopčič, 
respectively, who apprenticed with French masters of the Nouvelle Vague. The atmosphere, 
ambivalence and gravitas of Ples v dežju, considered the best Slovenian film to date, practically 
served as a template for Slovenian films into the 1980s. (“Poor Slovenia,” noted one New York 
critic.) At the same time, audience appeal seemed secondary to the cinematic experience. 

Only one film is included from the 1970s and 1980s. Karpo Godina’s Splav meduze (The Raft of the 
Medusa), about artistic revolutionaries taking their futurist act on the road in 1920s Yugoslavia, broke 
away from previous styles to become Slovenia's first, and probably only, post-modernist film. With 
Ko zaprem oči (When I Close my Eyes), Franci Slak gave a Hitchcock take on old themes to reflect 
the unsettled and uncertain period before and after the implosion of Yugoslavia. Outsider (Outsider) 
documents the time around Tito’s death through the story of a displaced Bosnian teen who finds 
acceptance within Ljubljana’s punk scene. Andrej Kosak’s film was the first commercial success in 
independent Slovenia, proving that a home-grown film could click with audiences and critics alike. 

A new generation of Slovenian directors—aided by creative producers—came into their own in the 
new millenium, winning first place prizes at secondary festivals in the United States and Europe. Pod 
njenim oknom (Beneath her Window, Metod Pevec), Varuh meje (Guardian of the Frontier, Maja 
Weiss), V leru (Idle Running, Janez Burger), Rezervni deli (Spare Parts, Damjan Kozole) and Sladke 
sanje (Sweet dreams, Saso Podgorsek) are produced with a commercial sensibility for greater box 
office appeal and to boost chances for international distribution. Petelinji zajtrk breaks all attendance 
records for any Slovenian film. Marko Nabersnik’s carefully plotted marketing campaign built a buzz 
early on for a flashy cameo by a noted pop singer. 
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There are notable omissions in the series, such as works by directors Jan Cvitkovic and Igor Sterk, 
whose whimsical 1996 film, Ekspres, Ekspres, is heralded as the first of the current new wave of 
Slovenian films. Animated films and documentaries, possibly Slovenia’s most accomplished and 
effective cinematic expression, will have to wait for another showcase. 

The Lincoln Center series proves that the film output from a small nation can be as effective or 
impressive as the better-known works of larger nations. Slovenian films have been unfairly 
overlooked, This program brings renewed and long-overdue attention to Slovenian filmmakers and 
possibly more attention to Slovenia as a film production center. 

The festival also suggests that Slovenia's first global hit may soon arrive on the scene. Don’t expect 
another Titanic or Troy, which Slovenian audiences made the top grossing films of all time. 
Shoestring budgets preclude panoramic period pieces or computer-enhanced costume flicks. It will 
probably be along the lines of an independent feature in an American vein. Most of these twenty-first 
century films are, more or less, independent productions, funded by a multitude of sources, most 
notably the Slovenian Film Fund. 

It’s a good bet that break-out film will be a sweet comedy or an intimate drama. Slovenian 
filmmakers show a definite knack for them. In reviewing most of the Lincoln Center series, both 
critics and bloggers use adjectives that seem to fall into three categories: lyrical, languid and/or loopy. 

“If dank, depressing Romanian films can conquer the film festival world,” writes Village Voice 
reviewer Vadim Rizov about Petelinji zajtrk, “why not a leisurely, ingratiating portrait of small-town 
life built around drinking hi-jinx and a low-key romance?” New York reviewers seemed to prefer the 
newer entries in the series. 

Rizov asked Marko Nabersnik to explain the global success of seemingly much more challenging 
Romanian films. The director entertained the idea that some festival-goers may get an odd enjoyment 
out of watching decay and depression. 

“In Slovenia, we didn't have any decay. Life in Slovenia is very similar with life in Austria. In 
Romania, people had a really bad life, and you can sense these things in their movies. Because of that, 
they are also interesting for festivals.” Slovenia, he offers, was not exposed to as many extremes in its 
brief history. “In Slovenia, nothing; not one thing. From the ‘80s on, we didn’t have such big 
dramatic events. In Slovenia, the war is only ten days long, you know?” 

Petelinji zajtrk enjoyed the most attendance of the Lincoln Center series, enhanced by Nabersnik in 
person. He gave concise, articulate and informative answers in English. Joseph Valencic was invited 
from Cleveland, Ohio, the city with the most Slovenians outside of Slovenia. His introductions placed 
each film within a context of what was happening in Slovenia and in European film at the time, along 
with critical and public response and brief profiles of each director and lead performers. Nabersnik 
and Valencic also shared a nationwide radio broadcast about his film and the films of Slovenia. 

The Slovenian series attracted people who enjoy film. More importantly, it brought in people who 
needed to see Slovenian films. Many who attended were academics who had a rare opportunity to 
study the films of the former Yugoslav republic, such as Columbia University professor Vojislava 
Filipcevic; Dr. Jerry Carlson, director of film studies at the City University of New York; and 
Columbia graduate student Dean Vuletic, who is completing his dissertation on the cultural politics of 
Yugoslavia in the 1950s. 

There was also a good number of Slovenians, Croatians, Macedonians, and Serbians who live the 
New York area. Among the Slovenian viewers were 90-year-old artist Bogdan Grom and United 
Nations Ambassador from Slovenia, Sanja Stiglic, with her father Tugo, son of director France Stiglic 
and a featured actor in Dolina miru. Igor Prodnik, the acting director of the Slovenian Film Fund, 
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flew in from Ljubljana. An exhibition of posters from Metelkova was presented in the gallery 
adjacent to the Walter Reade Theater, site of the film series. 

In August, the festival moved to the Cleveland Institute of Art Cinematheque and became an event in 
the city’s Slovenian community. Eight films were shown over four consecutive Sundays in August, 
with introductions by Joseph Valencic. Before each screening in the series, a vintage music film was 
shown, featuring Slovenians performers such as Johnny Vadnal, Joe Sodja and America's Polka King, 
Frank Yankovic—all recorded around 1950. The Slovene National Benefit Society, the largest 
Slovenian organization in the United States, sponsored the series. The August tenth opening was 
publicized in Slovenian-American newspapers and on radio broadcasts. 

About 160 attended the screening of Vesna, mostly Slovenian-Americans, the children of the 
mainstream immigrants who settled in Cleveland in the early twentieth century, as well as political 
and economic emigres who arrived in Cleveland after World War II. A reception was held between 
the two opening-night films, Vesna and Dolina miru, with Slovenian wine-tasting and a button-box 
accordionist. A woman in the audience had attended the premiere of Dolina miru in Slovenia in 1957. 
A gentleman in his 70s inquired about the whereabouts of Vesna star Metka Gabrijelcic, still 
captivating fifty-five years after her film debut. 

In New York and Cleveland, Vesna, Dolina miru, and Petelinji zajtrk proved to be the leading 
popular favorites. Sladke sanje, Rezervni deli, Pod njenim oknom, V leru, Varuh meje, and Splav 
Meduze also had their fans. John Ewing, director of the Cleveland Cinematheque, was particularly 
impressed by Ples v dezju. 

“There were stunning scenes and images that reminded me of other films,” said Ewing. “Then I 
realize this film predates those others. [Bostjan Hladnik] was really on to something early on.” 

Audience members in both cities asked about DVD copies of films in the Slovenian series. Viewers 
couldn't understand how such good films could go unseen outside of Slovenia or obscure festivals. 
Only two films are currently available in the United States, Ko zaprem oci and Rezervni deli. Perhaps 
with new media developments, more Slovenian films will become available to the American market. 

Until then, the current series of Slovenian films will be the last such retrospective for quite a while. In 
recent years there have been surveys of recent Slovenian films and the works of Damjan Kozole. A 
few classics have been shown together here and there since the 1980s. “At the Crossroads: Slovenian 
Cinema” has been the only comprehensive series to cross the Atlantic. After Cleveland, showings are 
being planned for Boston, Washington, D.C., and Vancouver. Then these masterpieces of Slovenian 
cinema will return to their vaults in Ljubljana. Some won’t be seen on the American screens for a 
long time. When they do return, one can hope they will be part of an even greater retrospective, 
featuring the finest Slovenian films yet to come. 

Joseph Valencic 
Case Western Reserve Historical Society 

 
* * * * * 

PUBLICATIONS OF SSS MEMBERS 
This section of the SSS Letter registers recent publications by members of the Society. All Society 
members are urged to send bibliographic citations for their scholarly publications to to the SSS 
secretary or the contact specified on the new website, soon to be active—www.slovenestudies.com.  
Submissions will be duly noted in the following issue of the SSS Letter.  
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* * * * * 
THE SSS RADO L. LENCEK GRADUATE STUDENT PRIZE 
The submission deadline for the 2009 Graduate Student Prize (of $1000 US) is 15 September 
2009. Encourage potential candidates to prepare a submission! 
The Society for Slovene Studies established a monetary prize for the best paper in any 
discipline written by a graduate student on a topic involving Slovene studies. The Society 
awards the prize to stimulate interest in Slovene matters among younger scholars and thereby 
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contribute to the promotion of Slovene studies outside the borders of the Republic of 
Slovenia. 

To apply, students should send three copies of the paper (no longer than thirty-five double-spaced 
pages in length) to Timothy Pogacar, editor, Slovene Studies, Department of GREAL, Bowling 
Green State University, Bowling Green OH 43403 USA. An electronic copy of the paper will be 
appreciated. On a cover sheet, the student should provide full name, signature, postal and e-mail 
addresses, phone number, the name of the institution where currently registered, the number and 
title of the course in which the paper was written, the title of the paper, and the name, addresses 
and phone number of the faculty mentor for whom the paper was written. The applicant should 
also indicate whether the paper is simultaneously being submitted for possible publication in 
Slovene Studies. Students may submit as many papers as they want, and they may apply as often 
as they want in subsequent years, but no individual may win more than one award. 

 
THE SSS JOSEPH VELIKONJA UNDERGRADUATE ESSAY PRIZE 
The submission deadline for the 2007 Undergraduate Essay Prize ($500 US) is 15 September 
2009. Encourage potential candidates to enter! 

The Society for Slovene Studies has established the prize for the best essay or term paper in any 
discipline written by an undergraduate on a topic involving Slovene studies. The Society awards 
the prize to stimulate interest in Slovene matters among younger scholars. 

Students in any discipline at any accredited college or university in the United States or Canada 
interested in Slovene studies may apply, provided that they are currently registered as 
undergraduates at the time of application, or within six months of their last registration as an 
undergraduate. 

Applicants should send three copies of the paper (no longer than thirty-five (35) pages, double-
spaced, to:  Timothy Pogacar,  editor, Slovene Studies , Department of GREAL,  Bowling Green 
State University,  Bowling Green, OH 43403 

On a cover sheet, the student should provide the following information: full name, signature, 
postal and e-mail addresses, phone number and the name of the institution where currently 
registered, the number and title of the course in which the paper was written, the title of the paper, 
and the name, addresses (postal and e-mail) and phone number of the faculty mentor for whom 
the paper was written. 

* * * * * 
 
SSS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 2008 
 
Executive Council 

President (to 1 March 2010): Timothy Pogacar (Bowling Green SU) (pogacar@bgsu.edu) 
Secretary: Michael Biggins (U of Washington) (mbiggins@u.washington.edu) 
Treasurer: Carole Rogel (The Ohio SU) (rogel.1@osu.edu) 
Program Coordinator: Veronica E. Aplenc (U of Pennsylvania) (vaplenc@yahoo.com) 
Co-Editor, Slovene Studies: Timothy Pogacar (Bowling Green SU) (pogacar@bgsu.edu) 
Co-Editor, Slovene Studies: Donald F. Reindl (U of Ljubljana) 

(donald.reindl@guest.arnes.si) 
Editor, SSS Letter: Joseph L. Derdzinski (US Air Force Academy) 

(joseph.derdzinski@usafa.edu) 
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Elected Members 

Charles J. Bukowski (Bradley University) (to 1 March 2011) (cjb@bumail.bradley.edu) 
Joseph L. Derdzinski (US Air Force Academy) (to 1 March 2009) 

(joseph.derdzinski@usafa.edu) 
Lydia Pulsipher (University of Tennessee, Knoxville) (to 1 March 2011) 

(lpulsiph@comcast.net) 
Peter Vodopivec (Institute of Contemporary History) (to 1 March 2010) 

(peter.vodopivec@inz.si) 
 
Past President: Metod M. Milac (Syracuse University) (mmilac@syr.edu) 
 

For information on the Society for Slovene Studies, contact:  

Michael Biggins, secretary 
Society for Slovene Studies 
Suzzallo Library, Box 352900 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195 
mbiggins@u.washington.edu 


